
1288

Aug. 8 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

and they work hard and they pay their taxes
and through no fault of their own they get in
a car wreck or they develop a serious illness.
And this Congress wants to say to people they
shouldn’t even be entitled to a little help even
if they’ve been paying their taxes, even if they’ve
been in the military, legal immigrants that join
the military.

Don’t let this election become an excuse to
divide us from anybody who is here lawfully,
obeying the law, paying their taxes, doing their
part; we ought to go and grow together. We
shouldn’t be divided on this. Don’t do that.

If you want to know what we’re going to
do in the next 4 years, I’ll tell you what we’re
going to do. We’ve gotten our house in order
in the first 4 years. In the second 4 years, we’re
going to be dedicated to giving every single
American the chance to participate in the econ-
omy that is emerging, to participate in the soci-
ety that is emerging, and to know that we can

grow the economy and preserve the environ-
ment and to know that we can be fair to our
children and our parents and still have enough
left for ourselves. We, in short, are going to
go forward together. We are not going to be
divided. And that is the central decision facing
the American people.

There is too much out there for all of us
if we’ll just keep our heads on straight, listen
to our heart, and say we’re going to do it to-
gether. That’s the spirit that we celebrated in
the Olympics, and we need to make American
life more that way.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:04 p.m. at the
Armand Hammer Museum of Art. In his remarks,
he referred to comedienne Whoopi Goldberg and
former NBA basketball player Earvin (Magic)
Johnson.

The President’s Radio Address
August 10, 1996

Good morning. Earlier this week Hillary and
I were honored to welcome America’s Olympic
team to the White House. I believe the centen-
nial Olympics were the best ever. The competi-
tion was wonderful. A record 197 teams were
involved. The crowds were enormous and enthu-
siastic. Our athletes amassed a terrific record.
There were powerful moments of courage in
victory and defeat that captured the imagination
of the entire world.

I think most of us wish the world would work
more like the Olympics. There were all kinds
of people bound together by mutual respect and
acceptance of the rules of the game. All the
individuals and teams had a chance, gave it their
best, and win or lose, were better off for their
efforts.

As heroic as the feats of the athletes in this
Olympics was the way all those involved in the
Atlanta games pressed on in the face of adver-
sity. Just 2 weeks ago today a pipe bomb ex-
ploded in Centennial Olympic Park. It was a
terrorist act aimed not only at the innocent peo-
ple there but the very spirit of the Olympics.
This was brutal evidence that no nation is im-

mune from terrorism and an urgent reminder
that we must do everything we can to fight
the terrorists.

The world we live in is more open than ever.
People have more opportunities than ever be-
cause people and technology and information
travel quickly across national borders. But these
things that make us all closer and give us more
chances also make us more vulnerable to the
forces of organized destruction, to the drug traf-
fickers, the organized criminals, the people who
sell weapons of mass destruction, and of course,
especially to the terrorists.

What happened in the Olympic Centennial
Park, that wonderful public space open to all
people who visited Atlanta, is symbolic of the
world’s problem with terrorism. Now, that’s why
terrorism must be a central national security
priority for the United States. Our efforts must
and will be unrelenting, coordinated, and strong.

We are pursuing a three-part strategy against
terrorism.

First, we’re rallying the world community to
stand with us against terrorism. From the Sum-
mit of the Peacemakers in Sharm al-Sheikh,
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Egypt, where 13 Arab nations for the very first
time condemned terror in Israel and throughout
the Middle East to the antiterror agreements
we reached with our G–7 partners in Russia
last month to take specific common actions to
fight terrorism, we are moving forward together.
Our intelligence services have been sharing
more information with other nations than ever
to stop terrorists before they act, capture them
if they do, and see that they’re brought to jus-
tice. We’ve imposed stiff sanctions with our al-
lies against states that support terrorists. When
necessary, we’re acting on our own. A law I
signed this week will help to deny Iran and
Libya the money they use to finance inter-
national terrorism.

Second, our antiterrorism strategy relies on
tough enforcement and stern punishment here
at home. We made terrorism a Federal offense,
expanded the role of the FBI, imposed the
death penalty. We’ve hired more law enforce-
ment personnel, added resources, improved
training. And I’m proposing a new law that will
help to keep terrorists off our soil, fight money
laundering, and punish violent crimes committed
against Americans abroad.

Third, we’re tightening security on our air-
planes and at our Nation’s airports. From now
on, we’ll hand-search more luggage and screen
more bags and require preflight inspections for
any plane flying to or from the United States.
I’ve asked Vice President Gore to head an effort
to deploy new high-technology inspection ma-
chines at our airports and to review all our secu-
rity operations.

We’ll continue to press forward on all three
of these fronts. But we cannot cast aside any
tools in this fight for the security of our country
and the safety of our people. That is exactly
what the Republican majority in Congress did
by stripping from the antiterrorism legislation
key provisions that law enforcement needs to
help them find out, track down, and shut down
terrorists.

Law enforcement has asked for wiretap au-
thority to enable them to follow terrorists as
they move from phone to phone. This is the
only way to track stealthy terrorists as they plot
their crimes. This authority has already been
granted to our law enforcement officials when
they’re dealing with organized criminals. Surely
it is even more urgent to give them this author-
ity when it comes to terrorists. But Congress
said no.

And law enforcement has also asked that ex-
plosives used to make a bomb be marked with
a taggant, a trace chemical or a microscopic
plastic chip scattered throughout the explosives.
This way sophisticated machines can find bombs
before they explode, and when they do explode
police scientists can trace a bomb back to the
people who actually sold the explosive materials
that led to the bomb.

Now, tagging works. In Switzerland over the
past decade it’s helped to identify who made
bombs and explosives in over 500 cases. When
it was being tested in our country several years
ago, it helped police to find a murderer in
Maryland.

In the last 2 weeks since the Olympic bomb-
ing, our law enforcement officers have been
working around the clock, but they have been
denied a scientific tool that might help to solve
investigations like this one.

Our antiterrorism bill would have given us
the ability to require tagging gunpowder often
used in making pipe bombs. The Republicans
in Congress could give law enforcement this
antiterrorism tool, but once again they’re listen-
ing to the gun lobby over law enforcement. It
may be good politics, but it’s not good for the
American people. This is a reasonable proposal
from our law enforcement community. It doesn’t
have anything to do with limiting people’s ability
to own or use guns in a lawful manner. The
same people who opposed the Brady bill and
the assault weapons ban are opposing this provi-
sion. I’d just like to remind them that no hunter
or sportsman has lost a weapon or the right
to use a weapon in a lawful manner as a result
of the Brady bill or the assault weapons ban,
but we’re getting rid of 19 deadly assault weap-
ons, and 60,000 felons, fugitives, and stalkers
have not gotten handguns because of the Brady
bill.

We should have a good taggants provision in
our antiterrorism legislation. So let’s put aside
interest group politics and honor the victims of
terrorism, protect our people, and support our
law enforcement officials by giving them the
tools they plainly need.

This fight against terrorism will be long and
hard. There will be setbacks along the way. But
let’s remember, we can win. Already we have
prevented planned terrorist attacks on the Hol-
land Tunnel in New York, on the United Na-
tions building, on our airplanes flying out of
our west coast airports. Already we have suc-
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ceeded in extraditing terrorists back to America
and convicting terrorists and arresting others
who are suspected of terrorism. We can whip
this problem.

Just as no enemy could drive us from the
fight to meet our challenges and protect our
values in World War II and the cold war, we
cannot be driven from the fight against today’s

enemy, terrorism. We know that if we all work
together, America will prevail.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:30 p.m. on
August 9 at the Bar B Bar Ranch in Jackson Hole,
WY, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 10.

Remarks on Signing the New World Mine Property Agreement at
Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming
August 12, 1996

The President. Thank you. This is not the
hardest speech I ever had to give. [Laughter]
What a happy day.

Let me thank you, Sue Glidden, for all the
work you’ve done. Just before she came up here
one of the folks sitting back here with us said,
‘‘Well, now what are you going to do?’’ And
she said, ‘‘Now I have my life back.’’ I’m sure
she’ll find something to do with it—highly pro-
ductive.

Thank you very much, Mike Clark, for all
the great work you have done. Thank you, Mike
Finley and Marv Jensen and all the people at
Yellowstone who do such a magnificent job pre-
serving our Nation’s great treasure. I’d like to
thank John Schmidt and Jim Pipkin. Ian Bayer,
thank you very much for what you said and
for what you’ve done.

I can’t say enough to thank the other people
in the administration; Katie McGinty who has
been wonderful about this. And you mentioned
the Vice President; I thank you very much. We
have lunch once a week and at least every other
lunch I asked him or he reported to me on
whether this was ever going to get done or
not. So in the middle of Bosnia and the budget
and everything, we were—for one year—I know
more about this some days than I wish I had
known. [Laughter] Thank you, Jack Ward Thom-
as.

I’d like to thank some other people who are
here and a couple who aren’t. Thank you, Sen-
ator Birch Bayh, for your role in this. I want
to thank my good friends Congressman Pat Wil-
liams and Congressman Bill Richardson for
working on this. Bill Richardson has been mak-

ing peace all around the world the last 2 years,
but he found time to do this as well.

I want to thank Senator and Mrs. Rockefeller
who came up with me. Jay and Sharon Rocke-
feller are your neighbors. As you know, they
live near the Grand Tetons and are very con-
cerned about it. And I want to thank former
Wyoming Governor Mike Sullivan and his wife,
Jane Sullivan, who came up with me, and
they’ve been longtime friends of Hillary’s and
mine.

And I want to thank all of you who were
in that meeting with Hillary and with me a
year ago. We learned a lot. It was a great occa-
sion for us, and we’ve relived it several times.

I also want to say a special word of recogni-
tion for the two families that are behind me.
We just hauled them up here. [Laughter]
They’re laughing. Are they agreeing with me?
[Laughter] They are the Franklin family from
Sioux Falls and the Pamprin family from Green
Bay, Wisconsin. I asked them to come here—
asked them to stand up here.

I asked them to come to make this point.
This fight was not simply waged by those of
you who live here for your families and your
community and your future. You waged this
fight for all the people of the United States
and, indeed, the people of the world who love
and believe in the preservation of our natural
resources, who come and participate. And I
thought it was important that somebody be re-
minded somehow by their presence here that
there are millions and millions and millions of
people who will directly benefit from the deci-
sion we announced today. And you’re seeing
some of them. We thank you.
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